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paper. History gives evidence to the contrary.
The more feeble the institution the more does it
tend to take a written form.17 Men do not respect
that which they see created. A real constitution
man can not create; for his function in nature is
only to transform. 'Man,J he urges,18 i can not give
laws to himself. He can do no more than defend
what is dispensed to Trim by a higher power. These
rights are beneficent customs which are beneficent
because they are unwritten and because we know
neither their beginning nor their author.' And the
declaration of custom should be avoided since not
only is it either the effect or the cause of great evil,
but it also is invariably more costly than it is
worth.19
So that it is to authority we are driven back and
of its worth he has no doubt. He has emphasised
the value of patriotism of which the essence is an
undeliberating and heedless devotion, a sacrifice of
oneself to the corporate good. Under what form
of State may it be best attained? Of democracy
he takes but little account; it is to be defined as an
association of men without sovereignty, that is to
say, without control over themselves.20 It lacks
the essential conditions of stability and of justice.
It gives too great a handle to selfishness, it has not
the distinction of ranks which is the foundation of
.17 Principe GSnSrateur, Nos. 19, 20, 21.
---'" is Melanges, p. 244.
19 Principe G&nSrateur, No. 28.
20 Melanges, pp. 246, 347.